
Assessing the Value, Impacts and 
Benefits of INSPIRE: 
The UK Framework & Approach 
 
 Savania Chinamaringa  
Defra; United Kingdom 
 

Geospatial World Forum 
Lisbon Congress Centre, Portugal; 27/05/2015 



200% – 800% Return on Investment**  
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** Extended  Impact Assessment of INSPIRE, 2003 

 

Background 
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Background Expected Environmental Benefits in Europe** 

** Extended  Impact Assessment of INSPIRE, 2003 

 

Type of benefit Estimates 

(€m/annum) 

More efficient EIAs and SEAs39  100-200 

More efficient environmental monitoring and assessment 100 

More cost-effective expenditure on environmental 

protection 

300 

More cost-effective implementation of the environmental 

acquis  

50 

More effective implementation of EC projects  5-15 

More effective expenditure on Trans European Networks 140 

Reduced duplication of spatial data collection 25-250 

Improved delivery of risk prevention policies  120-400 

Improved delivery of health and environment policies  350 

Total  1 190–1 800 
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Background Expected Environmental Benefits in the UK** 

** UK INSPIRE Business Case, 2010 

 

Benefit  £millions (PA) 

Efficiencies in Environmental Impact Assessments and 

Strategic Environmental Assessments 

10-20 

Efficiencies in environmental monitoring  10 

Cost efficiencies in environmental protection 30 

Cost effectiveness of implementation of EU directives  5 

Cost effectiveness in delivering environmental projects 1.5 

Reduced duplication (data collection) 2-25 

Improved risk prevention policies  12-40 

Total (£million/annum) 70-130 
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Implementation 
begins 

First year for 
realising limited 

benefits 

Total benefits to 
exceed total costs 

2009 2014 2018 

Expected Timeline 
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The problem with estimates  
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UK Strategy 

Baseline: on which benefits will be assessed against  

Monitoring: activity 
Levels: usage statistics 
for services (discovery, 

download, view) 

Promote & Share  
Case Studies that demonstrate 

benefits to publishers, users, UK 
economy 

Reporting: to fulfil the European Commission’s triennial 
report requirements  

En
ga

gi
n

g:
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
U

K
 IN

SP
IR

E 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y 
[P

u
b

lis
h

er
s,

 U
se

rs
] 



8 

Approach  

Impact of Discovery, 

View and Download 

Core Environmental 

Benefits of INSPRE  

Monitoring data and indicators  

Surveys, Case Studies, Stories, Examples, Direct feedback  

Cost Benefit/ROI Analysis  MS/Triennial Report 
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Progress to date  

Published detailed 
Guidance for data 

publishers  

Efficiency and service 
delivery improvements 

  
Skills and Capability  

 
------------------ 

 
 

• Management 
reports 

• Active user 
engagements  

• Surveys etc 
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Progress to date: case studies  

Contracted out work 
to carry out case 
studies on 4 local 

authorities  

How they 
implemented INSPIRE 

  
------------ 

 
Lessons Learnt 

 
------------  

 
Early Benefits 
(descriptive)  
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Case study: Land Registry 
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Case study: Land Registry 

Was earning £5 million from 
selling that data 

Open Data User Group – 
estimated that releasing the 
data = £100milion worth of 

benefits  

SME cited that Land Registry 
data =  increase revenue + 20 

new jobs 
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Case study: Land Registry 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Efficiency         X 

Environmental     X     

Growth         X 

Social       X   

Transparency         X 

ODUG rating of Land Registry INSPIRE data  
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Case study: Land Registry 
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Case study: Land Registry 
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Case study: Land Registry 

Cost-effective way of 
validating open street 
cadastre 
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Case study: Land Registry 
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Thank You: 
 
 


